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Some say the Sphinx has been guarding Giza's Pyramids for 12,500 years

Is Sphinx Same Age as Gobekli Tepe?

Posted by Jon King on Nov 17, 2011

Carbon dating of the ancient temple site at Gobekli Tepe has reignited the debate on the true age of the Sphinx, which new evidence suggests could be 8,000 years older than previously thought.
Is Sphinx Same Age as Gobekli Tepe? By Jon King
Heresy: Gobekli Tepe Could be Older Than First Thought
     When Robert Bauval, Graham Hancock, John Anthony West et al dared challenge the accepted age of the Sphinx some years back, academia responded by shouting down the claims as ‘heresy!’

    Boston University Professor of Geology Robert Schoch’s subsequent dating of the Giza monument to around 7,000 BCE – twice the accepted age – invoked a similar backlash.

    “There’s just no way that could be true,” Egyptologist Carol Redmount of the University of California, Berkeley, said in the Los Angeles Times (23 October, 1991).

    “The people of that region would not have had the technology, the governing institutions or even the will to build such a structure thousands of years before Khafre’s reign.”

     And that, in a nutshell, was the shared view of scientists and Egyptologists alike.

Is Sphinx Same Age as Gobekli Tepe?

Could Cavemen Have Built The Sphinx?
The problem facing academia was one of feasibility.
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    How could Neolithic cavemen have constructed such an impressive specimen as the Sphinx thousands of years before the accepted construction date for, say, Stonehenge and the Pyramids?

    Prior to 3,000 BCE, the academics were quick to point out, the only known human-made constructions were flint arrowheads and animal-hide tents.

    No way could early Neolithic people have constructed something as elaborate as a giant pyramid or a sphinx—a statement, ironically, with which the heretics heartily agreed.
    Indeed, the ‘heretics’ believed that the Sphinx and other ancient monuments had been built by a ‘lost civilization’ which had been wiped out at the end of the last Ice Age, and put forth convincing evidence to this end.

    But this idea was also shunned by the academics, who remained resolute in their dogmatic assertion that the dates must be wrong.

    Then came the discovery of Gobekli Tepe.
Is Sphinx Same Age as Gobekli Tepe?

The Discovery Of Gobekli Tepe
    What academia hadn’t bargained for was the discovery in 1994 of the massively complex and elaborate megalithic temple site buried beneath the Anatolian plains of south-eastern Turkey, known as Gobekli Tepe, meaning ‘Hill with a Navel’.

    Initially thought to be similar in age to other megalithic monuments, Gobekli Tepe was from the first excavation to throw up many surprises. But none so time-stopping as the results of tests carried out to determine its precise age.
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    To the dismay of academia, Gobekli Tepe was carbon-dated to a staggering 11,000 BCE, a date way too early to fit the accepted model for human evolution.
    But unlike the dates put forward by Schoch and the other heretics, the ‘Carbon 14’ date could not be disputed.

Today Gobekli Tepe is considered the most important archaeological site in the world, and situated as it is between the Euphrates and Tigris rivers, is considered by some leading archaeologists to be the site of the fabled Garden of Eden, if only in an allegorical context.

    But Biblical association’s aside, the question still remains: who built this impressive anachronism? Cavemen? Aliens…?

   ...Or a civilization lost to antiquity?

   For the moment, at least, academia was on the run.
Is Sphinx Same Age as Gobekli Tepe?

Evidence Of A Lost Civilization
    13,000-year-old constructions as complex and elaborate as Gobekli Tepe simply should not exist. The fact that it does exist has forced academia to rethink its views of the ancient world and, more importantly, the people who populated that world.

    No one in mainstream science, of course, is yet prepared to seriously consider the possibility that Gobekli Tepe might have been built by a lost civilization—that perhaps a more technologically enlightened civilization once populated the earth and was wiped out by the melting ice flows at the end of the last Ice Age.

    Though this scenario would certainly fit with the ‘Noah myth’ – the extinction of an entire people in some or other global catastrophe or ‘great flood’ around 12,000 years ago – academia remains adamant that no such civilization existed.

     So who did build Gobekli Tepe?
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    Incredibly, the accepted view from academia today is that our hunter-gatherer forbears could draw straight lines after all.

   Where just a few short years previously, academia was adamant that the ‘cavemen’ who populated the region could not possibly have built anything as sophisticated as the Sphinx, much less the highly complex temple site at Gobekli Tepe, now the great and the good were forced to reshuffle their hand and admit they were wrong:

    They now claim Neolithic hunter-gatherers built the ancient structure, all by themselves.
    Though this remarkable U-turn in academic opinion has been hailed by some as a ‘breakthrough’, others remain convinced that ancient structures like the Sphinx and Gobekli Tepe are the fingerprints of a lost civilization.

    Personally I’m attracted by the lost civilization theory. But whichever view we hold, what can be said for certain is that the carbon-dating figure of 11,000 BCE for Gobekli Tepe means we can re-examine the evidence regarding the age of the Sphinx with renewed enthusiasm.
Is Sphinx Same Age as Gobekli Tepe?

10,500 BCE: There’s No Way That Could Be True!
    Commenting on Robert Schoch’s work regarding the new dating of the Sphinx, remember, Egyptologist Carol Redmount of the University of California said: “There’s just no way that could be true!”

    Her reasons for holding this opinion were that the hunter-gatherer tribes of that period “would not have had the technology, the governing institutions or even the will to build such a structure thousands of years before Khafre’s reign.”

    We now know Carol Redmount was wrong.

    But Robert Schoch was not the only voice in the wilderness proclaiming an alternative point of view.
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    According to certain astroarchaeological alignments discovered by Robert Bauval and Graham Hancock, far older dates for the Giza Pyramids and the Sphinx had been suggested.

   These dates had of course been ‘rubbished’ by academia, but with the discovery of Gobekli Tepe, a new perspective has been cast on when the Giza complex was built.

   For the record, Bauval and Hancock’s combined work proffered dates of around 10,500 BCE for the construction of the Sphinx, and the suggestion was it may even be older than that.
    To some large extent this view is also shared by writer and Egyptologist, John Anthony West, whose research during the 1970s and 80s led him to the conclusion that the Sphinx was far older than orthodox archaeology was prepared to accept.

    West also concluded, moreover, that it may well have been built by a civilization now lost to antiquity.
    Like Schoch, West proposed that erosion by water of the Sphinx’s bedrock proved the monument was older than the generally attributed 2,500 BCE.

    Due to evidence of water erosion from heavy rainfall, he noted, the Sphinx must have been built closer to 10,000 years ago—the last time the region experienced sufficient rainfall to have caused such erosion.

    And in a recent study entitled ‘GEOLOGICAL ASPECT OF THE PROBLEM OF DATING THE GREAT EGYPTIAN SPHINX CONSTRUCTION’, published in 2008 and submitted to the International Conference on Geoarchaeology and Archaeomineralogy, evidence was presented to the effect that the construction of the Sphinx indeed dates back to the Pleistocene Era—i.e. 10,000+ years ago.
    It should be noted that the main argument in favour of the so-called ‘accepted date’ of 2,500 BCE for the construction of the Sphinx depends heavily on comparisons with the monument’s human-like face and that of the Pharaoh Khafre (2520-2494 BCE). Archaeologists insist the Sphinx is some kind of monument to the great Pharaoh because of the perceived facial similarities.

    But it should also be noted that forensic tests have since shown that the face of the Sphinx is probably not that of Khafre, and the assumption therefore that the Sphinx was built during Khafre’s reign is far from conclusive.

    Indeed, much of the evidence tends now to support the ‘heretics’ view that the Sphinx could have been built circa 10,500 BCE, making it around 12,500 or so years old—contemporary with Gobekli Tepe.

    Interestingly, a growing consensus also accepts that a ‘lost’ civilization which populated the coastal areas of the ancient world might have built the Sphinx, as well as the Pyramids and Gobekli Tepe, before being wiped out by a ‘great flood’ caused by the melting ice caps at the end of the last Ice Age, circa 10,000 BCE.

    Research in this regard is ongoing. We’ll endeavour to keep you posted…

    In the meantime we would truly welcome your views and opinions on the age of the Sphinx and the Great Pyramids of the Giza plateau, as well as your thoughts on who might have built Gobekli Tepe.

    Were these ancient wonders built with extraterrestrial assistance? Or by a human civilization now lost to history?
   Or were they built by our hunter-gatherer forbears—the ‘cavemen’ who populated the Mid-East regions around 12,000 or 13,000 years ago?
Comments

Jaime Cadatal said... 

   I believe that civilization is much older than what mainstream archaeologist has been telling us. Ancient text like the veda, bible and even those found in sumer should not be taken for granted as purely myth ‘coz it might be telling us the true history of mankind though they’re merge with concept of gods and mysticism.

Posted at 16:29 on Thursday, November 17, 2011 

bere said... 

    thanks for this nice post

Posted at 16:31 on Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Chris Smith said... 

    I believed Robert Bauval, Graham Hancock, John Anthony West, and Dr. Scoch the whole time. And they went through some serious BS because of the “establishment”. Must feel good for those guys to finally be proven to be correct. It must really piss off Zahi Hawass to be shown as the stooge that he is. Well…this bell can never be unrung so I look forward to watching professors (all over the world) in: Egyptology, Archeology, Anthropology, and History squirm. My daughter will be starting college in a few years. Had to tell her that I’ll be paying for classes that are teaching her the wrong information. But at least she knows about Gobekli Tepe and she’ll be applying the “Gobekli Tepe Rule” whenever her teachers start spewing out nonsense. If “the world” has only known about Gobekli Tepe for the past two or three years, you can bet that it won’t change the textbooks for many MANY years to come. Thanks, Guys, for all your work and sacrifices. It was not in vain.

Posted at 16:32 on Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Terry Maloney said... 

    Why is the Head of the Sphinx so much smaller than the Body at ground level?  Could it be that the head was re-sculptured to look like Khafre around 2.500, years ago? Could it also be NOT the First time this was done by different civilizations?

Posted at 16:32 on Thursday, November 17, 2011 

K. Margiani said... 

    Sensational news for the mankind and the ground breaking news for the modern Egyptologists! Deadlines for the Giza complex (Three pyramids and Sphinx) and other four epochal pyramids! Giza Complex → ≈ 10,400 B.C.
 1. Red Pyramid → 30 June 10,172 B.C. (1- st Thoth → first epochal heliacal rise of the star Sirius after the global deluge) 
2. Bent Pyramid → 3 July 8,699 B.C. ([2 step] 1- st Thoth → Second epochal heliacal rise of the star Sirius after the global deluge) 
3. Meidum Pyramid → 6 July 7,226 B.C. ([3 step] 1- st Thoth → Third epochal heliacal rise of the star Sirius after the global deluge) 



    6. Step Pyramid → 15 July 2,807 B.C. ([6 step] 1- st Thoth → sixth epochal heliacal rise of the star Sirius after the global deluge) The Giza complex had been built by survived Atlantians. Using Intellectual and technical forces of the survived colonies the complex was sacred to Atlantis people to revere souls of the people. Using the stellar coordinates of the Sun, Leo and Orion, exact date of the Deluge had been written in the complex. Of course the complex was sacred to last global deluge as well. 1. Using survived metallic instruments and geo-polymeric technologies Deadline for the Red Pyramid was interrelated to Egyptian epochal new year 1- st Thoth, → first epochal heliacal rise of the star Sirius after the global deluge. The pyramid had been built by Intellectual and technical forces of the survived colonies. Red pyramid was sacred to Atlantis people to revere souls of the people. 2. Using survived metallic instruments and geo-polymeric technologies Deadline for the Bent Pyramid was interrelated to Egyptian epochal new year 1- st Thoth, → second epochal heliacal rise of the star Sirius after the global deluge. The pyramid had been built by Intellectual and technical forces of the survived colonies. Bent Pyramid has two steps and was sacred to Atlantis people to revere souls of the people. 
3. Using remaining metallic instruments Deadline for the Meidum Pyramid was interrelated to Egyptian epochal new year 1- st Thoth, → Third epochal heliacal rise of the star Sirius after the global deluge. The pyramid had been built by Intellectual and technical forces of the survived colonies. Meidum pyramid has three steps and was sacred to Atlantis people to revere souls of the people.    Assimilated generation of the Atlantis people because of inter race wedding: kings, territorial rulers, elites, priests, etc worldwide could not save the ancient knowledge and technologies. Using limestone of the huge pre-flood pyramid, Meidum pyramid had built on base of the pre-flood pyramid. Survived base of the pre-flood pyramid has the pre-flood geographical orientations. Meidum pyramid has the modern geographical orientations. ——- For millenniums metallic instruments have been eaten by corrosion. ——- For millenniums the assimilated generation to primitive aborigines could loss almost all wisdom and technologies. ——- For millenniums survived cities built by Atlantians worldwide have been destroyed by wild tribes. 
6. Using new bronze instruments Deadline for the Djoser’s step Pyramid was interrelated to Egyptian epochal new year 1- st Thoth, → Sixth epochal heliacal rise of the star Sirius after the global deluge. The pyramid had been built by intellectual and technical forces of the Egyptian people led by elites – assimilated generation of the pre-flood race from Atlantis. The step pyramid has six steps and was sacred to Atlantis people to revere souls of the people. The amazing and impressive things made by Atlantians have been discovered in the Djoser’s step pyramid only. The closed (secret) rooms of the Red, Bent, Meidum and the Giza pyramids are awaiting discoverers still. We have the proofs on archeological working at the dynastic epoch to find the closed secret rooms in the pyramids. Pharaohs were looking for treasures, things, weapons …etc made by Atlantis. Symbolical meaning of the four epochal pyramids (red, bent, medium and step) is a Garden of Eden → Dim stars under the Orion’s belt. Thus falsifications of the mankind’s History are decoded! I’m sure the Falsifiers are “glad”! http://vixra.org/abs/1102.0053 Atlantis had been sunken in the Atlantic Ocean in 10,465 B.C. There are many left-handed individuals in the Indo-European race still and among the Negroids as well. Ruler of the most powerful country is a left-handed individual – Obama. Wandering genes of the left-handed race have many individuals of the world. These genes are dispersed in the Indo-European race mainly. Suddenly these genes can explode in your generation, please don’t wonder! Please don’t wonder if you are an assimilated individual of the natural left-handed race from Atlantis. Etymology of the word Atlantian came from Atl-atum “souls of water” Most famous pre-flood joke was that – “Even the blood is a blue” Name of a member of the aristocracy came from Atlantis – “Blue-blooded” Elites of the almost all countries; kings, queens, priests, aristocracy…etc came from Atlantis. Everything started from the pre-flood agriculture development worldwide. Name of the Atlantic Ocean is interrelated to Atlantis Source of all myths and legends generally are interrelated to Atlantis. …etc http://www.cosmogeology.ge/chapter_files/image001.png Best wishes K. Margiani Founder new field of science Cosmogeology

Posted at 16:33 on Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mikey Mileos said... 

    Awesome article!   I love it when stuff like this happens. It shakes the foundation of accepted reality :)

Posted at 16:34 on Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Keith Erik Wold said... 

     Gobekli Tepe is real and fascinating yet most thinking and speculation is swayed toward a religious foundation.    Just a thought, could the megalithic circular structures have been designed as landing pads for aliens to safely park their spaceships? They then taught the indigenous people about which animals to kill and eat and which animals they needed to avoid? Looking forward to responses.

Posted at 16:35 on Thursday, November 17, 2011 

odell said... 

    Well schoch needs to lose the politics of his college and be a man , and man up , i think that( man )was here along while! , built alot of these places and yes died off because of the enviroment, and in so doing lost alot of know how along the way. “Stop our civilization”? Now wait a couple of generations see what they remember?, ? or longer, i think he knows that , has seen it , and dont want to admit to it because of where his paycheck comes from, the bottom line is its here , its now! and what do we or will we do about it?, and the most important part of this is, why in the heck wont any of these so called scientist, or people who are supposed to be so, “so” wise and smart , so well refined , admit to any thing of this? Yep that’s right, the money they get and oh! my! god!  Let’s not change what we believe now! who knows or who cares, as long as we can keep people in the dark and feed them like mushrooms , well we can keep getting that check!! lets hide it or better yet keep it in the dark as long as we can or until it becomes popular to the times then low and behold look what we have discovered , and its back to money again, and power , and what museum gets it first for tourist money bull! s! we the people suffer from all this crap around the world, because the people who survived all this are our ancestors, no matter how you look at it! And if they traveled the world as nomads then damn they where pretty smart! Because here we are now!!!! And all of this! Today!!not bad for a bunch of hunter gathers, who by the archeologist standards in this, think they said, grunt, snort ,eat, kill, eat and look at those weeds lets eat them LOL!!!!

Posted at 16:35 on Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mike Franklin said... 

    There is a certain degree of logic in approaching this re-dating of the Sphinx but… so is there in applying a degree of skepticism as well. We must walk a fine line between caution and open mindedness.
   The evidence is gradually mounting in favor of a hitherto unknown ‘lost civilization’. Such would fill a lot of gaps in understanding how much of mythology stands to record as actual history. But again, this is still like walking in a minefield where one false step could lead to quite a mess.

Posted at 02:11 on Thursday, November 24, 2011 

sera said... 

    There is no way that humans only became farmers 10,000 years ago. The religions in my country, actually it is in my country that Gobekli Tepe is found, are so old dating back more than 10,000 years ago. We know this because temples were unearthed for those religions. One such religion which states that farming is forbidden. A 10,000 year old religion that forbids farming. Does anyone see something contradictory here. Farming is forbidden because it ruins the land and the ancients new it. The truth be told on a logical level, there is no way that 10,000 years ago people were primitive. Evolution is not that fast. It’s so illogical it’s stupid. At least give it 200,000 years not 10,000. JEEZ
Posted at 04:54 on Tuesday, January 10, 2012 
http://jqjacobs.net/blog/gobekli_tepe.html The Ur and Harran Latitudes, and Göbekli Tepe
    2011.12.16 - Electrum Magazine published, with good illustrations, Göbekli Tepe’s Oldest Temple in the World – an Archaeological Stone Age Site in Anatolia by Ömer Bülent Sever. For a change, the author, a participant in several excavation campaigns at Göbekli Tepe, reports on the "interpretations" rather than simply declaring the structures to be "temples" instead: 

   "The stone monoliths of the sanctuary have been interpreted by many historians and archaeologists as the oldest surviving temple in the world."    This article, with detailed descriptions of the site, is a welcome new contribution to popular literature on Göbekli Tepe.
2012
http://jqjacobs.net/blog/gobekli_tepe.html The Ur and Harran Latitudes, and Göbekli Tepe

    2012.01.06 - A new facet of exploring the past worth a mention is browsing the photographic place marking layer in Google Earth (GE), the online globe. The application features place marking "Layers", such as Panoramio's photographic database. Numerous photographs from many angles allow cyber-explorers to easily envision once obscure ancient monuments. Other useful, visual GE Layers include YouTube and 3D Buildings. For a reference with good links, turn on the Wikipedia Layer. 

    Once-unknown, mysterious, ancient sites are no longer more-imagined than visible to everyone. Connecting place with data resources, especially with visual arts, is changing how we view the world and civilizations past. Cyberspace today is not unlike a magic carpet ride to anywhere and other times too, as we fly from place to place and from image to image with armchair ease. A lot has changed since Göbekli Tepe came to light, including new high resolution images of the site in Google Earth with the circles visible. Location: 37.22327 N, 38.92235 E.




Other notes”
The antecedents to civilization in this region of the middle east were the Kebaran culture (a nomadic late Paleolithic people who lived in the Levant and Sinai around 18,000 to 10,000 BC), and the Natufian culture (a Mesolithic hunter-gatherer culture from about 12,500 to 9,500 BC who were unusual in that they built permanent settlements even before the dawn of agriculture). The oldest settlement of Jericho is in fact Natufian. So this region of the Middle East was quite advanced for its time, perhaps due to an abundance of natural resources.

Put on this file on 9/20/2012

http://andrewcollins.com/page/articles/Gobekli_Tepe_interview.htm
GÖBEKLI TEPE - EDEN, HOME OF THE WATCHERS
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Göbekli Tepe today, its cult buildings exposed to the elements (pic: Andrew Collins).

   Adriano Forgione, editor of HERA magazine, interviews Andrew Collins on Göbekli Tepe, the Oldest Temple in the World, constructed as early as 11,500-11,000 years ago in southeast Turkey. Is it the true Garden of Eden?

   Can you describe the main architectural characteristics of Göbekli Tepe?

   It is made up of a series of three main sub-surface rectilinear structures defined by dry-stone walls, and containing many decorated T-shaped pillars. These stones served primarily as roof supports, although a symbolic purpose cannot be ruled out. In one 'cult building', as these structures are known, is a ring of free standing pillars, their edges radiating out from a central point, like the spokes of a wheel.
	   Could you explain to our readers why Göbekli Tepe was a "sacerdotal" site?

   Göbekli Tepe can be described as sacerdotal, in that it was clearly utilized as a place of veneration and perhaps communication with supernatural entities and domains. This is accepted by the main excavator Dr Klaus Schmidt of the German Archaeological Institute of Istanbul. Curiously, in the Turkish language Göbekli Tepe means 'hill of the naval', suggestive of the site's former role as an important religious centre serving a large catchment region.
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Göbekli Tepe looking south (Pic: Andrew Collins)


    How is it possible that a hunter/gatherer society suddenly transforms itself to be able to build such a magnificent megalithic site with no equals in the world?

   I strongly suspect that the transition was engineered by extremely powerful and very cunning shamanic or priestly-based ruling elite, who knew how to easily manipulate and motivate the local population. It would have required a considerable work force of hundreds of people to have constructed sites such as Göbekli Tepe, and this has to have been controlled by a ruling body of immense persuasiveness. The question remains as to where this elite might have come from, and whether independent evidence of their existence can be found anywhere. The main indication would be sites of proto-agriculture experimentation that predate the PPN sites of Upper Mesopotamia (northern Syria, northern Iraq and southeast Turkey), c.11,500-11,000 BP (before present).
   I suspect the original homeland of the incoming shamanic elite was on the Upper Nile in Egypt and the Sudan, where some indication of proto-agriculture was found during the excavation of sites belonging to the Isnan and Qadan peoples of 15,000 to 11,500 years ago. However, today this evidence has been seriously called into question, making a migration route for these people more difficult to establish. I still suspect that the individual’s responsible for Göbekli Tepe came out of Africa, and migrated into Upper Mesopotamia via what is today the foothills and mountains of northern Israel, southern Lebanon. However, there might also be a link with the Cro-Magnon cave artists of Western Europe, or even incoming peoples from China and South-east Asia (after the work of Stephen Oppenheimer in his book EDEN IN THE EAST (1998)). We should keep an open mind at this time, for evidence of proto-agriculture is emerging earlier and earlier all over the world.

    The antiquity of the site is amazing considering the complexity of the advanced culture shown by the site. How do you explain such an advanced culture 11,000 years ago?

   There is no obvious explanation for a high culture existing in Upper Mesopotamia at the end of the last Ice Age, when the rest of the world was still populated by hunter-gathering communities concerned with day-to-day survival, and little more. However, these faceless individuals, known to archaeologists as the Pre-Pottery Neolithic (PPN) peoples, created some of the most mesmeric art in the ancient world, which would not be bettered for thousands of years.

   I suspect that the proposed priestly or shamanic-based ruling elite entered the region and came across a basic hunter-gathering society ripe for change at the end of the last Ice Age, and so they simply engineered their transition into settled farming communities. Elevated sites such as Göbekli Tepe and Nevali Çori became their civil and ceremonial nerve centers, all as part of the so-called Neolithic revolution or explosion which essentially began here, before spreading out across the Eurasian continent. It is my belief that the trafficking between the suspected ruling elite and the peoples of Upper Mesopotamia is the story found in the Book of Enoch, where beings called Watchers are said to have gone amongest mortal kind giving them the forbidden arts and sciences of heaven. These were said to have included the use of herbs and plants, metallurgy, the fashioning of weapons, female beautification, and astronomy, many of the firsts accredited to the Early Neolithic world in Upper Mesopotamia. 
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The excarnation frescoe as seen on a wall at Çatal Hüyük. On the left, the vultures protect the head, representing the seat of the soul. (Pic: Andrew Collins)
	   Similar stories exist in the myths and legends of Sumerians, which speak of gods called Annunaki coming among mortal kind and providing them with the rudiments of civilization. I believe there is strong evidence to suggest that the Watchers, and their offspring the Nephilim, were indeed the shamanic elite that founded the early Neolithic cult centers of Upper Mesopotamia. They are repeatedly referred to in pseudepigraphical literature as birdmen, and we know that the Neolithic period's highly prominent cult of the dead was focused around excarnation, and the use of the vulture as a symbol of both astral flight and the transmigration of the soul in death. Clear carvings and depictions of vultures, as well as representations of birdmen, have been found at Göbekli Tepe and other PPN sites in SE Turkey and North Syria.


    At Göbekli Tepe was found the first temples with totemic symbols. Could you explain us which kind of cult was celebrated there and which is the meaning of those animals?

    Among the carved forms in high reliefs to be seen on stone pillars at Göbekli Tepe are anthropomorphs, felines, raptor birds, sperm-like snakes, arachnids, insects, foxes, boars and ostriches. There are so many different types of zoomorphic images that it has so far proved impossible for anyone to interpret or bracket all their intended symbolism, if indeed this is was it is meant to be.

	   However, there seems to be a clear preference of interest in snakes and birds, like the vulture. Whereas the vulture is associated with death and rebirth, as it is at Çatal Hüyük - the oldest Neolithic city anywhere in the world, situated in southern-central Turkey and dating to 8500 BP - I suspect the snake played a slightly different role among the PPN communities. The snake is universally a symbol of birth, new life, transformation, cosmic creation and divine knowledge and wisdom. I also suspect that Upper Mesopotamia's cult of the dead featured the use of hallucinogenic substances, most obviously mycetes, since serpents are a universal symbol seen during mind-altered states, and examples to be seen as Göbekli Tepe and Nevali Çori sport heads that closely resemble highly-psychotropic mushrooms of the psilocybin family.
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Leonine pillar discovered at Göbekli Tepe (Pic: German Archaeological Institute)


   Do you really believe that through the correct study of Göbekli Tepe we will be able to understand the origins of the biblical narration?

   Göbekli Tepe is the oldest stone temple anywhere in the world, and has to be a key to understanding the symbolism of the story of the Garden of Eden.
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Most southerly cult building at Göbekli Tepe (pic: Andrew Collins).
	   It is strange that the snake appears as an important symbol in the Book of Genesis's story of Adam and Eve. Here in the Old Testament it symbolizes the knowledge of awareness that Adam and Eve are naked, and that they should cover themselves. I feel it is a metaphor for the manner in which the incoming ruling elite of Upper Mesopotamia, the suspected Watchers of the Book of Enoch, gave mortal kind forbidden knowledge, which forever changed the way they thought about life. However, it was a case of too much knowledge too soon, and so Adam and Eve were cast out of Eden, which we know to have been a real kingdom focused on Lake Van, a huge inland sea in Eastern Turkey. From here the Euphrates and Tigris, two of the rivers of paradise, take their course before flowing down into Iraq's Fertile Crescent.


   Indeed, author and archaeologist David Rohl - a colleague of yours - is convinced that Göbekli Tepe is the biblical Eden. Do you agree with him? If so, how could you explain this relationship?

   David is very familiar with the themes outlined in my previous books FROM THE ASHES OF ANGELS (1996) and GODS OF EDEN (1998), which cite the original Garden of Eden as an area encompassing mainly Upper Mesopotamia (Southeast Turkey, Northern Syria and Northern Iraq). In his own book LEGEND (1998) David saw the land of Eden as a much bigger region covering not only the whole of Upper Mesopotamia, but also large parts of Western and Northern Iran and Armenia as well. He was adamant that I was wrong about my choice of area, since it contradicted his own theories on the four rivers of paradise, said to flow out of the land of Eden. If David now believes that Göbekli Tepe is the Garden of Eden, then he has changed his position somewhat. Yet I suspect he is correct, for I say more-or-less the same thing in THE CYGNUS MYSTERY, which opens with my own visit to Göbekli Tepe in 2004.

   What was the relationship between the centres of Göbekli Tepe, Nevali Çori and Çatal Huyuk?

   The main relationship between key PPN sites such as Göbekli Tepe and Nevali Çori is the fact that their layout, design and art are the same. They were constructed by the same unique race of people. They connect with Çatal Hüyük because this was a latter development of the same high culture, and so this city - excavated first in the early 1960s by British archaeologist James Mellaart - can tell us much about the earlier cults at places such as Göbekli Tepe and Nevali Çori. Like, for example, the Neolithic cult of the dead. At Çatal Hüyük we find frescoes of vultures accompanying the soul of the deceased into the next world, and also of shamans taking the form of vultures for presumed shamanic practices, such as contacting or journeying into the other world. Since statues of birdmen, as well as those of vultures, have been found at both Göbekli Tepe and Nevali Çori, we can be pretty sure that the same cult existed here as far back as 11,500-10,000 BP.

   Could you tell me about the stone Karibu that guards the tree of life? This reminds me a lot of the cherub that guards the Ark of the Covenant and a similar image found also among the Babylonians.   Is Göbekli Tepe really the origin of those biblical symbols?

    Karibu and Cherubim are the same - angelic beings, and ultimately their roots can be traced back to memories of the priestly or ruling elite at places such as Göbekli Tepe. Clearly, there is more to the story of the cherub that guards the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden, for it might also relate to either archaeoastronomy or a global catastrophe around the end of the last Ice Age. Much more knowledge about this epoch is contained in the Book of Enoch and Book of Giants, both found among the Dead Sea Scrolls and probably first recorded down in the region of Southeast Turkey, where Abram, the ancestor of the Hebrew race is said to have come from. A cave shrine marking his alleged place of birth can be visited in Sanliurfa (Urfa, the ancient city of ancient Edessa), where various PPN sites have been discovered. There is powerful evidence, supported by David Rohl, to demonstrate that Sanliurfa, ancient Urfa, was the original Ur of the Chaldees, where Abram is said to have been born. It is very possible that the story of the Watchers, as found in the Book of Enoch, was carried out of Upper Mesopotamia, the true site of Chaldea, when Abram and his family, the ancestors of the Israelites and Jews, set out from the city of Harran on their epic journey to Canaan, the future land of Israel.

   I read also that at Göbekli Tepe has been found one of the first representations of an angel. Could you tell me about it?   Do you think that this site could be connected with the WATCHERS?

	   I can only repeat what I have said above. We are talking about a cult of birdmen, vulture shamans, who would eventually be remembered as the Watchers of the Book of Enoch and the angels of biblical tradition. No 'angel' has been found at Göbekli Tepe, simply carved statues of men with wings on their backs. These hybrids are likely to be shamans wearing wings, not supernatural beings. It is worth noting that originally angels never had wings - these were added to existing stories by the early Christians during the fourth century AD. In fact, there are some accounts of Watchers wearing cloaks of feathers, which in one case was altered in Christian times to read 'wings' instead of feathers. The adaptation is clumsy, and obvious in its intent.
	[image: image12.jpg]



Carved stone vulture head found at Göbekli Tepe (Pic: German Archaeological Institute)


    I also read about the discovery of similar temples of the same age at Karahantepe, Sefertepe and Hamzantepe. It was a truly widespread society for the time, and it could antedate the birth of the Neolithic Age in the area, according also to the discovery of the Balikligöl statue. What do you think about it?

   There are several new PPN sites being investigated at the moment in Eastern and Southeast Turkey, and hopefully much new evidence will emerge in due course. Two PPN sites were recently unearthed actually inside the city limits of Sanliurfa. Sadly, these examples were destroyed, with only a few items being preserved for posterity. One site was Balikligöl, where the idol was discovered. It is a giant ithyphallic male. What it represents is anyone's guess, although it has to be connected with fertility and fecundity of the land.

   Much more important is Karahan Tepe, a site only discovered in the late 1990s and still awaiting full excavation. This is located near Sogmatar on the Harran Plain, and dates back 11,000 years at least.  Already a large number of t-shaped pillars and stone rows have been uncovered here, and it was their orientation north and east-north-west that made me realize the significance of the Pre-Pottery Neolithic mindset in Upper Mesopotamia. I began to find that the earliest Neolithic cult centers, the prototypes of stone circles and chambered barrows everywhere, were directed roughly north-south. Since the north was a direction of death and rebirth at Çatal Hüyük, I quickly realized that the focus of attention at places such as Karahan Tepe and Göbekli Tepe was the movement of circumpolar stars around the northern celestial pole, for there was no Pole Star in c. 9500-9000 BC. I looked closely at the Sky globe astronomical program for these dates, and realized that only one constellation could have been the object of their gaze, and this was Cygnus, which in European star lore is the celestial swan. However, there is clear evidence that in Ancient Mesopotamia Cygnus was seen as a raptor bird, while in classical myth it was occasionally seen as a vulture, the symbol of the transmigration of the soul in the Neolithic cult of the dead.

    When I also discovered that the Sabians of Harran - a race of people known also as the Chaldeans who inhabited Upper Mesopotamia many thousands of years after the Pre-Pottery Neolithic peoples vanished from the radar - venerated the north as the Primal Cause and also the direction of heaven, I knew I was on to something. The results of that investigation are to be found in THE CYGNUS MYSTERY, which forces us to re-evaluate everything we thought we know about our early ancestors' understanding of the cosmos, and our place in it.

  Andrew Collins' THE CYGNUS MYSTERY is published by Watkins Publishing, London, and October 2006.
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Also see the following  site  for some new interesting pictures.

http://www.earthfiles.com/news.php?ID=1985&category=Science
